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Shelling Out Dividends
Los Angeles Ballet's Version of The Nutcracker is a bright season opener...

'The Nutcracker' by Los Angeles Ballet
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The young company's version of the classic tale is a bright season opener, even if it could use refining.
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iay at the Alex Theatre in Glendale

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. Or at least a homegrown ballet company Los Angeles can cz
team of Thordal Christensen and Colleen Meary, who launched Los Angeles Ballet in 2008, ushered in

s own. Continuing t
their third season

| the house was full.
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The happy oc on was the troupe's original production of "The Nutcracker
and though this version still needs refining -- overly busy choreography still te

ven additional performan
to blur some of the danc

nges are on tap in two other venues)
ess manages to pay dividends

As Clara, the 16-year-old phenom Lilit ‘-'uglmn:m with company since its inception, continues
to blossom Dlaylnq grace and confic [ years, H‘quﬂlll;l.l‘l makes us believe in
magic. So too does N a Barak, who, as P.a arie, comb -ate vulnerability with dramatic
hauteur, and an elegant line most can only imagine. B e stage in a se
sparkling pirouettes, Barak punctuated the lush sounds of Tc 1:!|Pu\.l;ky s score (alas, he
tape), with floating arms and pliant beauty
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Her coupling wit

th I’elcr Snow not an ideal match: Snow struggled with one-armed
lifts, but managed to finesse th -dive finales. In his own variations, this rugged prince of ]
rapidly beatir 2et and a certain airborne prowess, but his landings, far from buttery, tended
toward the wobbly
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from Los Angeles Ballet Ballet Keeping things in the family, Neary again held stylish sway as the party- throw Mrs. Staulbaum
in the first act, which also featured a rollicking b en mice and sol And, as the
company continues to thrive and grow -- it now numbers 30 dancers -- so too does the founders'
son, Erik Thordal-Christensen f\:.s:wmcl the role of Nutcracker, at 13, he towers over Clara. The
. _ youth is also heavy cargo for Andrew E 'm.nf's. I_'Jrl ddball uncle who, with fleet-footedness, supernatural
- - and bad wig and fuzzy coat Melbye, with Franco Martinez supplying Snowflake garb)
not only brings toys to life, but also h:sn&.w ts H1r_ \,r\Ju.!g p_nr ’.c the supercool lands of snow and sweets (Catherine Kanner
The Nutcracker Tickets designed the colorful painted backdrops)
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cartwheels and high-flying split-leg jumps (whe
and Craig Hall do admirable duty as the robotic Harlequin and { Jclun bine

re stage time?), and Annia Hidalgo
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Still, L.A. Ballet is alive and kicking. It also offers pro
commissioned. In keeping with the holiday spirit,

hope and a new season of challenging works -- both classic ar
e grateful for the company's gifts
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